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The Qaddafi Disco

By Doﬁglas L. Vaughan -~ -
. Speeial to The Washington Post .

.  Trial First Touted
FORT- COLLINS, Colo:m In-:

the wake of a judge®s rulings here -~ To Trace Hired Guns
last week, a trial that promised to° : A
be the first public examination of
charges the government of FI_.ibya ‘
hired U.S. Army.-Special Forces . ° - - . i
veterass to assassinate opponénts /o Rer 1oT, ogfd%;gec:ln}';fdwm
sbroad has furned into a routine -. &

felony casé. T 2 "« Evidence of what prosecutors

Focuses on Gunfire

Prosecutors, allege former

Green“Beret Eugene A. T af yaf'-f' February, 1980, by Col. Muam-.

43, was a mercenary hired by for- -, mar Qaddafi, Libya’s leader. .

mer CIA agent Edwin P. Wilson - Because of the rulings, " prose-

e Faisel Zagallal, 35 & leader ~ Cutom 80 decided not to call asa -

. - i " witness Kevin Muleahy, a former
of Libyan dissidents in the United __analyst for the CIA who says he

States who survived a shooting. . " v ed for Wilson and reported
| mffc:fgaﬂfgﬂfd*ﬁf‘:fyﬁfﬁ " his activitis in Libya to the agen-
in self-defense:: He says’hef;waﬁ» cy,'and Luke Thompson, 2notier
working for the CIA when he went .
to Zagallai’s apartment -to- warm-
him to stop his political activities. " "o Wilson i )
The CIA denies Tafoya worked work for. Wilson in 1976
for the agency.” | =< "7 details of the case publicly, Fort

-As ‘a result of the,mlingsﬁ;by.« “Collins police Det. Ra Ma'rt oz
Lontinee County District Judgs J. o e onters Friday Miler's e
Robert. Miller, the jurors will not - ings made it difﬁcuﬁ« to prove
};e:fr m“t‘:)h‘g%ge evidence linking * Tafoya’s - connection . to ~ Wilson

oya to Wilson. .*~ 7. " and the Lib ime. -

Miller ruled the prosecution - a?ButeC}:igaB:;EItr: District At-
could not present the following'* - torney Larry Abrahamson ‘termed

o A" purported hit list seized th?il{acision nottto call Mulcahy
from Tafoya’s home in Truth of  and Thompson “a shift in strat-
" Consequences, N.M,, last April n : .
Prosecutors said the list contained

recruited -the original contingent

s BNt

¥

persons. “all. of whom have had'a - us at this time,” Abrahamson said.
falling out” with Wilson.: . .. ** > The prosecution has put before
o Chemical “delay pencils” used _the jury the testimonyof an FBI
to ignite explosives.and what po- . -agent who warned Zagallai in
lice described ‘as”“a_recipe, for. “March, 1980, of danger. . - '
making firebomba.”  +* -~ 2= - v Zag ’
o A tape seized from Tafoya’s _last week to describe his activities
car of a.telephone-conversation ' in-organizing Libyan students in
‘between Tafoya and James Clin- . the United States to oppose Qad-
ton Dean “of Fayetteville, N.C., " dafi. After the FBI warning,
also a retired member of the US.  Zagallai said, he bought a S8-mm
Special Forces who police said was - _automatic pistol as a precaution.
_an employe of Wilson. On' the -~ ~On Oct: 13, 1980, he said, a

tape, Tafoya solicits work as a “hit woman called his -apartment of-"
_man.” prosecutors alleged. ;. -+~ fering to-set up a job interview for
On the -tape Tafoya* also - him with a recruiter for U.S. com-'

claimed credit for the-1379 fire- = panies doing business in the Near
bombing of® a° car ,belonging ‘to .. East.-Although prosecutors claim
: Robert Manina; & Canadian who i'to have identified the . woman,
invatigaton:;'sa&i,«héd;ﬁ{» dispute. - they have not indicted her or pro-

. neeees .- W A2 alewns. = descnd haw feabimnny | i TR

““call a *gdeath decree” issued in

" former .Green Beret who says he.
of éx-Special Forces personnel to

™ Despite an order riot to discuss -

egy.
: " “We just didn’t think their tes- .
names, addresses and habits of  timony would be that valuable to

 himself took the stand

*jury that - Tefoya had admitted

o " %7 Tafova’s statement- 37 Martinez| -
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~ and tried to hit him. Then he al-
legedly pulled a gun and fired, bit-
ting Zagallai.in.the face. After-a
struggle, Tafoya allegedly shot.
Zagallai again in the head. Zagal-
lai testified Tafoya then fled as
Zagallai lay bleeding. .. -+ !

One bullet severed :the _optic |

" nerve, blinding Zagallaj, in the l
3 , : 5
1

\

right eye. The other is still in his
head...” - Jiana . 00
Three : witnesses ’tgstiﬁ‘ed‘ra‘s,tx
week' they -thought“the§#. heard !
three shots ‘during Zagallai and
Tafoya's struggle. =7~ 7~
" The defense -.claimed Tafoya
shot Zagallai in-self-defense only
after Zagallai pulled his own gun.
from beneath a-couch: "+ A
.+ Under ‘cross-examination “by

Tafoya’s attorney; Walter Gerash, ;
~Zagallai admitted he had tucked a |
-weapon under the. cushion™af the

couch but denied pullingit out™

Martinez acknowledged he -re-

. turned Zagallai’s weapon without
having had it tested: for finger-:

- prints. Martinez also-said-he-had
found no evidence that Tafoya be-

-haved  surreptitiously - -: before
shooting Zagallai. . - -

. Gerash pointed out that Tafova
had made no attempt to disguise
himself or a trail of credit card re-
ceipts and phone calls to and from
the scene of the shooting— “hard-.
ly the modus operandi,of a pro-

* fessional assassin.” .. .

- Miller did allow the prosecution
to present passports-seized- fromm
Tafoya’s home that show Tafoya |
traveled three times to Libya be- |
fore and once after the shooting..;
Mulcahy “was "expected 1o testify

~that.Tafoya stayed at Wilson’s

- farm outside Lordon last January. 3

Although™* Tafoya - deposited

" more than.$8,000 in his bank ac~.

.count on-his—return,-the--judge~

* ruled Martinez-could ngt. téll e

" after his arest the money was
- - payment “for the actidnpi!.}"ﬁ

7" Zagallai” Nor will the firy.heaf
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